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From world-renowned author and illustrator Marie-Louise Gay,
a story about three brothers who set off in search of wild
animals in a changing climate.
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BOOK DESCRIPTION

This gentle adventure story about the effects of climate change ends on a
hopeful note.

Finn and his younger brothers, Leo and Ooley, love reading stories about
animals living in forests, on mountains or in the arctic.

“When | grow up,” says Finn, “l want to be an explorer and travel around the
world. | want to see wild animals and strange birds.” “Why wait?” asks Leo.

And so, the next morning, they wake up early and set out on a snowy

expedition to search for wild animals. In their grandfather’s time, the forest was
full of animals — but today the forest is quiet. Where have the animals gone?
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PRE-READING QUESTIONS

Consider the title of this book: The Three Brothers. What do you imagine when
you hear the words “three brothers”? Do you have any brothers? Do you know
any families in which there are three brothers?

Looking at the cover of the book, what do you see? What does the cover art
make you think about? Do the three brothers remind you of anyone you know?
What time of year do you think the story will take place in? How do you think
the illustrator, Marie-Louise Gay, created these images (e.g. drawing? Qil
painting? Water color?).

Compare the image on the cover of the book with that of the title page. Are
these the same people? How are they different? What do you think they are
doing on the title page?

What is winter like where you live? What kinds of animals do you see in winter?
What are the other seasons of the year and how are they different? In general,
do you think that the weather is changing or staying the same around the
world? Why?

very night, Finn reads a story to his brothers.
The three brothers love adventure stories about animals
living in dark forests, on top of high mountains
or deep in the jungle.
“When I grow up,” said Finn, “I want to be an explorer.
T want to travel around the world to see wild animals.”
“Me t00,” said Leo, the middle brother. “But why wait?
‘We could go on an expedition tomorrow.”
“Yes!” said Finn. “Maybe we will see a bear ... or a fox ...
or even a wolf!”
“A wolf!” said Leo. “Imagine seeing a wolf!”
Qoley, the smallest brother, just snored.
He always fell asleep before the end of the story.
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POST-READING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES
BASIC QUESTIONS

What happens in this story? What is the main problem the three brothers
encounter? How do they attempt to address or resolve that problem? What kind
of feeling(s) does the book end on? What is your favorite part of the story? Did
you feel a sense of connection to the story or the problem the three brothers
were facing? Why or why not?

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE

The central conflict of this book is global climate change. The three brothers
sense that the weather is changing, and this is why they can’t spot any wild
animals where they live, except for birds. Research weather patterns in your
area to see the ways global climate change is affecting the area you live in.
How is this similar to or different from what the three brothers have heard
about weather changes?

Study Guide

You may also wish to research groups, organizations or initiatives in your
local area that are working to raise awareness of global climate change. Are
there any ways you would like to participate in addressing climate change,
such as by helping at a neighborhood cleanup day or writing to a political
representative in your area?
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PAPER SNOWFLAKES

This story takes place during a very snowy winter. Make an indoor snow day
by folding sheets of white paper into triangles and cutting small shapes out
of them to create unique snowflakes. Then hang the snowflakes around your
favorite reading spot in your home.
https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/paper-snowflake.html
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SNOW CREATURES

If there is snow where you live, go outside and make some of the creatures

the three brothers make in the book. If there isn’t snow, draw pretend snow
creatures or make them out of white pillows, blankets, towels or other white
materials you can find around your home.

NATURE WALK

It may not be winter, and winter in your area may not look like it does where
the three brothers live, but nature is all around you. Go for a walk in a park
or on a trail with an adult and look for any signs of animals. Be careful not to
disturb them or their homes, though! If you see animals you don’t recognize,
look them up or ask an adult to learn more about the animals in your area. To
remember your nature walk, draw a picture of your favorite memory.

START A NATURALIST’S NOTEBOOK

One way to keep track of changes in the environment around you is by
starting a naturalist journal. All you need is a blank notebook and something
to write with. Every time you notice something unique about animals and
their behaviour outside, write the date and your observation. For example,

you may record the first day you see geese flying south in a V-formation in

the fall, the first time you see birds building a nest, or the first time you see
bees pollinating in the spring. You could also record the first time it freezes
overnight, the first snow of the winter, or the first time you see specific flowers
bloom in the spring. If you add to this journal every year, over time you will
gain a better understanding of the rhythms of nature where you live — and how
those rhythms might be changing.
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WALK WITH YOUR EARS

In this story, the three brothers pay a lot of attention to the noises around them
to see if they can hear animals. With an adult, go for a walk but try to use

your ears more than your eyes. If possible, close your eyes while you walk —
hold someone else’s hand so you don’t fall. What new sounds do you notice?
What surprises you? How does this change the way you think about your
surroundings?

THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS BAD WEATHER

In this story, the three brothers spend the whole day outside even though it is
cold, windy and snowy. What steps do they take to make sure they won'’t be
too cold or hungry? Do you ever decide not to go outside because it isn't as
warm and sunny as you would like? What would you need to do to still have
fun outside when it is a little cold or rainy? Make a plan to spend some time
outside the next time there is bad weather (ask an adult’s permission first!
Sometimes it really is not safe enough to be outside) and make a list of what
you may need to wear so you are ready when that day comes. Being outside,
even when the weather isn’t beautiful, is an important way to keep our minds
and bodies healthy, and to honor the beauty of nature.

across snowy fields,
up the hill and into the forest.
Ooley had insisted

on wearing his bear suit.

. He walked sloooowly

like a bear, swaying

from side to side.

“Wait for me,” he said,
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AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR BIOGRAPHY

Marie-Louise Gay is an internationally
acclaimed children’s book creator. She has won
two Governor General’s Literary Awards, the
Vicky Metcalf Award for Children’s Literature
and the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award.
She has also been nominated for the prestigious
Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award and the Hans
Christian Andersen Award. Her popular Stella
and Sam series has been translated into more
than fifteen languages and is loved by children
all over the world. She lives in Montreal,
Quebec.
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