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Royal Murder
What would you do for absolute power? For many rulers throughout history, the answer is “anything.”

Some were brutal when dealing with their enemies. Vlad the Impaler’s monstrous methods inspired

the legend of Dracula. Others were cunning at avoiding their killers. Cleopatra of Egypt once rolled

herself into a rug and was carried out right under her enemies’ noses.   

From monarchs murdered at the hands of their subjects to kings killed on the battlefield, seven

chapters feature these stories:  

• Cleopatra of Egypt   

• Vlad III the Impaler of Wallachia   

• Richard III of England   

• “Bloody Mary” I, Mary, Queen of Scots and Elizabeth I    

• Louis XVI  and Marie Antoinette    

• Elisabeth of Austria    

• The Romanovs of Russia    

Blending dramatic storytelling and historical fact, and complete with fascinating photographs and

artwork, Royal Murder is a compelling account of the deadly dealings within palace walls. 

THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITY IDEAS …
… are only a start. There are many possibilities for helping students construct meaning from text.

Find out more about Julius Caesar, Cleopatra’s first husband. What made him such a great 

commander and leader? As well, discover what happened to Caesarion, Cleopatra and Caesar’s

son. Did he get to India, as his mother hoped?  

One reason Vlad the Impaler gained such a bad reputation was because he lived at the time of the

invention of the printing press and printers needed stories to print. Research the printing press and

discover how else it has changed people’s lives.  
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Imagine that you’re Richard III. Write a letter describing how you feel about your nephews in the

Tower of London, about Shakespeare and how he ruined your reputation, and about being king of

England.  

Mary I, or “Bloody Mary,” was the first queen of England in more than 400 years — if you don’t count

Lady Jane Grey. Find out more about this sovereign, nicknamed the “Nine Days Queen,” and her

bloody end.  

There are many old and current movies about Elizabeth I. Watch one, then discuss how it differs

from history. Why do you think the movie is different?  

Although Mary Queen of Scots and Elizabeth I never met in real life, they might have spoken over

the telephone, if it had existed in their lifetimes. With a friend, write a script for a conversation be-

tween these queens and perform it for your class.  

Louis XVI of France lived with his family in the beautiful palace of Versailles. Create a travel brochure

for the site as if you are trying to entice people who lived during Louis’s reign to visit it.  

Paris, France, has long been the world’s fashion capital, including when Marie Antoinette was on

France’s throne. Research how she changed fashions, such as clothing, hair styles and makeup.  

When Empress Elizabeth of Austria and Hungary was assassinated she was out on a street in

Geneva, Switzerland. Pretend you’re a news reporter who has arrived on the scene just moments

after her murder.  

The bones of the two young people found near the Romanovs’s original graves have now been iden-

tified. Find out whose they are and the latest information about the scientific investigation of the

bones.    
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